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Blessed Francis Jordan
My will is firm. Yes, I resolve today unflinchingly to walk your way.  I want to live a 
life of good and bear your yoke, O God! And should  you want to affirm this from 
above... All I ask is love... your love!

Pope Leo XIV Prayer Intention for February. For children with incurable diseases.
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive 
the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                              
            8TH FEBRUARY 2026
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ST PATRICK’S PARISH GOSFORD 

UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF SALVATORIANS
Society of the Divine Saviour
http://www.sds.org.au

PARISH PRIEST
Fr Pawel (Paul) Szczur SDS
pszczur@sds.org.au

ASSISTANT PRIEST
Fr Bronislaw (Bronek) Pietrusewicz 
SDS

bronek@sdsau.com
PARISH OFFICE

 Mon – Friday: 9:30am – 3pm
 Phone: (02) 4325 1042

PARISH SECRETARY: Jennifer Bradstreet

EMAIL: patsgos@acs.net.au

ST POPE JOHN PAUL II PASTORAL CENTRE

EMAIL: JPII.Centre@bbcatholic.org.au

YOUTH MINISTRY
COORDINATOR

EMAIL:

YOUNG ADULTS Jaimi Andrews 0452 480 112

CATECHIST 
COORDINATOR Anna Catlin 0413 191 058

EMAIL: saintpatsccd@acs.net.au

CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY COORD Elvira Bennett 0410 098 757

PARENT ENGAGEMENT COORDINATORS

ST PATRICKS Dionne Soares

EMAIL dionne.soares1@dbb.catholic.edu.au

ST JOSEPH’S Cathrine Harrison

EMAIL: Cathrine.harrison@dbb.catholic.edu.au

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

CHAIRPERSON Jon Kealy

PARISH 
OPERATIONS Eunice Dal Busco

EVANGELISATION Amanda Eades

COMMUNITY Diane Dankwah

DISCIPLESHIP Maisie Tenev

LITURGY Jon Kealy

EX OFFICIO PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

SCHOOL 
PRINCIPALS

St Patrick's - Kevin Williams

St Joseph's - Carolina Murdoch

St Edwards - Mark Bonnici

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Hilary Pope 
hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au 
If you see any activities involving 
children or vulnerable adults that 
concerns you, please email Hilary 
Pope, our Safeguarding Officer.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP STANDARDS
Committed leadership, governance & culture
Key El ement s of  Standard 1:
✞ A Commit ment  t o Safeguarding
✞ Promot ing a Safeguarding Cul t ure
✞ Saf eguarding Pol icies
✞ Code of  Conduct
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CHURCH OPEN DAILY 9.00AM – 3:00PM.

STANDARD WEEKDAY MASSES

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD
Mon: 9:00am
Tue: 9:00am

Wed: 11:30am
Thu: 9:00am

Fri: 12:00pm
Sat: 9:00am
Devotion to St JPII after Mass

Adoration and Confession 30 minutes before each weekday Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES  INCL. CONFESSION 30 MIN BEFORE

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Sat Vigil: 5:00pm Sun: 7:30am, 9:30am & 6:00pm

Filipino Mass: 2nd Sunday of each month:  12:00pm

Mangrove Mountain Sat Vigil 5:00pm              St Dionysius Church                  
21 Nurses Road, Central Mangrove

SPENCER, 4200 WISEMANS FERRY RD 4:00pm 1st Sat of Month

A D O R A T I O N  I N  O U R  C H U R C H

BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Mon 8:30 - 9:00am Wed 11:00 - 
11:30am Fri 12:30 - 3:00pm

Tue 8:30 - 9:00am Thu 8:30 - 9:00am Sat 8:30 - 9:00am

R O S A R Y

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu Rosary Begins 1 Hour Before Mass

Fridays 11:35 am to 11:55 pm (30 Mins Before Mass)

Saturday

8:05am until 8:25am: 1st Priests & Religious 
   2nd Mothers & Babies
   3rd Persecuted 
Christians

Sunday 7:05 am to 7:25 am

ACTIVE GROUPS IN OUR COMMUNITY OF ST PATRICK'S

Craft Group 9:00am to 12:00pm Every Friday in the Jordan 
Room

Women’s Lenten 
Program

6.00-7.30pm Every Friday. Meet outside the Jordan 
Room

Men of the Sacred 
Heart

3rd Saturday of the month. 5:00pm Mass followed by 
meeting in the Jordan room.

Seniors Ministry Activities 1st Tuesday of the month. Enquiries: 
Barbara: 4322 0250 or Eunice: 0438 272 141

Divine Will Prayer 
Group

Based on the writings of Luisa Piccarreta 6:00pm to 
7:15pm every Wednesday in the Jordan Room.             
Wendy 0477 451 973 Jim 0468 273 280

Salvatorian 
Collaborators 3:00pm, 3rd Saturday of the month, The Jordan room.
Paddies - Youth 
Group

Arise - Youth Group

Ascend - Youth Group

Young Adults Group 18 to 35 year olds meet the 3rd Saturday of each 
month 6:00 pm in the JPII Centre

Children’s Liturgy
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Jubilee Year), Guadalajara (Mexico, 2004), Quebec 
(Canada, 2008), Dublin (Ireland, 2012), Cebu 
(Philippines, 2016), Budapest (Hungary, 2021) and 
Quito (Ecuador, 2024). In recent years, congresses 
have explicitly emphasised the connection between the 
Eucharist and the universal mission of the Church. The 
Statutes for the Pontifical Committee on International 
Eucharistic Congresses clearly state the reason for its 
existence:  To make Our Lord Jesus Christ in his 
Eucharistic Mystery ever better known, loved and 
served,  as the centre of the life of the Church and of 
itsmission for the salvation of the world.'' (art. 2) Pope 
Leo XIII, who approved those statutes in the late 19th 
century, himself seems to have had a particularly 
'Eucharistic' faith. The final encyclical he wrote before 
his death, Mirae Caritatis, was on the topic of the 
Eucharist and was published on the Vigil for the feast 
of Corpus Christi in 1902. In that text he noted the, 
'beautiful and joyful spectacle of Christian fellowship 
and social equality which is afforded when people of 
all conditions, gentle and simple, rich and poor, 
learned and unlearned, gather round the holy altar, all 
sharing alike in this heavenly banquet.' (n.11) It is our 
firm intention that precisely such a 'spectacle' should 
dazzle all who attend the congress in 2028. In a world 
that is rife with division, the startling sight of a great 
multitude from all walks of life – and all parts of the 
globe – receiving with shared reverence the Blessed 
Sacrament is one that should cause many observers to 
stop in their tracks and, hopefully, it is also one that 
will draw many back to the altar of the Lord. Indeed, it 
may awaken in some a desire to join us at the foot of 
the altar for the first time. www.eucharist28.org

WHAT ARE MASS INTENTIONES AND WHY 
DO CATHOLICS PAY FOR THEM?

Similar to how we are able to intercede for others by 
our personal prayers, the Church is able to intercede 
for us through the celebration of the Mass. One part of 
Catholic culture that is sometimes hard to understand 

and very often misunderstood is the custom of offering 
Mass intentions. When a priest celebrates Mass each 
day, he offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a 
particular person, or intention. By doing so he applies 
special graces from God upon that person or intention. 
Similar to how we are able to intercede for others by our 
personal prayers, the Church is able to intercede for us 
through the celebration of the Mass. However, since 
the Eucharist is the "source and summit of the Christian 
life" the Mass possess a power that our personal prayers 
do not. 
History of Mass intentions. The practice of offering 
Mass for particular intentions is an ancient one, dating 
back to the early Church. Fr. William Saunders 
explains, "Inscriptions discovered on tombs in Roman 
catacombs of the second century [give] evidence [for] 
this practice: for example, the epitaph on the tomb of 
Abercius (d. 180), Bishop of Hieropolis in Phrygia, begs 
for prayers for the repose of his soul. Tertullian (c. 200) 
attested to observing the anniversary of a spouse with 
prayers and sacrifices, i.e. the Mass." This tradition is 
also seen in St. Augustine's Confessions (c. 397), where 
Monica asks Augustine, "One thing only I ask you, 
that you remember me at the altar of the Lord." 
Canon Law confirms this practice and states, "In accord 
with the approved practice of the Church, any priest 
celebrating or concelebrating is permitted to receive an 
offering to apply the Mass for a specific intention" (Can. 
945 §1). Furthermore, it continues by saying, "The 
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the 
Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the 
Church and by that offering share its concern to support 
its ministers and works" (945 §2). What this refers to is 
a longstanding practice in the Church of offering a 
specified amount of money to the Church for a particular 
intention offered by the priest. Upon hearing this 
practice many people might be tempted to think it is 
"simony," the selling of sacred things for money. 
However, the Baltimore Catechism explains, "It is not 
simony, or the buying of a sacred thing, to offer the priest 
money for saying Mass for our intention, because the 
priest does not take the money for the Mass itself, but for 
the purpose of supplying the things necessary for Mass 
and for his own support." The important part is to 
remember that you are not paying for the graces from 
God which are of infinite value and can not be paid 
for, but for the material things that are involved with 
celebrating that particular Mass. With that in mind it 
makes much more sense and is not something that 
should cause scandal. Pope Paul VI said, "The Mass is 
the most perfect form of prayer!" It has immense 
power and countless miracles and conversions have 
occurred throughout the centuries by offering Masses for 
a specific intention or person. Mass intentions are a great 
treasure of the Church and have a spiritual weight that is 
incalculable. Philip Kosloski from www.aleteia.org
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F i r s t  F r u i t s

O f f e r i n gO f f e r i n g
Through Planned Giving
S e r v e  Y o u r  Pa r i s h
“Our Parish communities, much like our 
own households, rely on financial resources 
to operate and to thrive. God fulfills this 
need through you - you are the Parish.”

St Francis of Assisi 

“For it is in giving 
that we Receive”

Share what God has given you by joining our Planned Giving Program today. 
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YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
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PRAY FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL MEMBERS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY: Helen Golden, Desmond Freeman, 
Mary Bayliff, Juniper Ann Butt, Coleen Martin, Marian 
Rodwell, Emily Rudd, Clarrie Anslow, Greg McBride, 
Ping Brundette, Christine Hind, Colleen Leslie, Frank 
Lentini, Peter Rudd, Gloria Emara, Tom Milostic, Mary-
Anne Bonnici, Carmen Gaha, Chris Golden, Clair Hasting, 
Paul Jones

RECENTLY DECEASED:
Janet Shephard, Scott Adams, Frank Schembri, Marian 
Sztajner, Emmanuel Azzopardi

ANNIVERSARIES: Betty Van Yzendoorn, Glenn Mills, 
John Muir, Colin Pratt, Philomena Pannell

REMEMBRANCES:
Silvio Eddie Vega Munoz, Mercy Eleanor More Aguirre, 
Mary Luci, Maria Dabski, Neta Saunders, Ian D’Mello, 
Sheila Mary Myers

CONDOLENCES: We offer our sincere condolences to 
all who have recently felt the loss of a loved one.  Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May they rest in peace. Amen. 

MASS INTENTIONS
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Sat 
7/2

9.00am 
Gosford JPII Intentions Wed 

11/2
11:30am 
Gosford

Sat 4.00pm 
Spencer Mass intention available Thu 12/2 9:00am 

Gosford
For the soul of Janet Shephard 
(recently deceased)

Sat 5.00pm 
Gosford Parish intentions Fri 

13/2
12noon 
Gosford

For the soul of Scott Adams (recently 
deceased)

Sat 
5.00pm 
Central 
Mangrove

Mass intention available Sat 
14/2

9:00am 
Gosford JPII Intentions

Sun 
8/2

7:30am 
Gosford

For the souls of Silvio Eddie Vega 
Munoz & Mercy Eleanor Mora 
Aguirre

Sat 5:00pm 
Gosford

For the soul of Frank Schembri 
(recently deceased)

Sun 9.30am 
Gosford

For the health and healing of two 
members of our parish Sat 

5:00pm 
Central 
Mangrove

For the soul of Mary Luci

Sun 6.00pm 
Gosford

For the soul of Betty Van Yzendoorn 
(4th anniversary of death) Sun 15/2 7:30am 

Gosford For the soul of Maria Dabski

Mon 
9/2

9.00am 
Gosford

For the soul of Glenn Mills (5th

anniversary of death) Sun 9:30am 
Gosford

For Leigh Manns (30th birthday 
blessing)

Tues 
10/2

9.00am 
Gosford

For the soul of John Muir (anniversary 
of death) Sun 6:00pm 

Gosford Parish intentions
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RELAX
WE SERVE THE “NERVOUS”

ERINA FAMILY DENTAL
Ph: 4367 5066

72 KARALTA RD ERINA
[Before the turn off to Erina Fair]

Parking available on site.

BRICK & BLOCK
LAYER

MARK BENNETT
30 Years’ Experience
Residential Specialist

Give me a call
on 0410 057 197

to discuss your job!

DENTURE CLINIC- Smiles on the Coast
Phone (02) 4323 6834. www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

Shop 16, 153 Mann St, Gosford

Khalil Nassif- Dental Prosthe�st/ Dental Technician

FREE CONSULTATIONS FOR ALL YOUR DENTURE NEEDS

Helping you with enduring
power of attorney and guardianship,

wills and deceased estates

Tina Kealy, Special Counsel
t: (02) 4911 5426 | m: 0491 695 171

e: tkealy@moray.com.au

4/103 Victoria St,
East Gosford

Cafe opening hours
Monday - Saturday

6.30am-4pm
Sunday

6.30am-12.30pm
0493 474 544

Advertise on this
page in a Space

like this.


